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 BALLASTS FOR TUBULAR FLUORESCENT LAMPS – 

PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
0. FOREWORD 

 

0.1 This Pakistan Standard was adopted by the authority of the Board of Directors of 

Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority after the draft prepared by the 

Technical Committee for “Electric Lamps (TC-2)” had been approved and 

endorsed by the National Standards Committee on 19
th

 January 2012. 

 

0.2 This Pakistan Standard PS: 497-2 was based on IEC 60921/2004 which was 

subsequently revise with latest amendment. It deemed necessary to revise the 

standard on the basis of latest IEC: 60921/2004 in order to keep abreast with the 

latest development in technology.  

 

0.3 This Standard is an adoption of IEC: 60921 / 2004 “Ballasts for tubular 

fluorescent lamp – Performance requirements” alongwith latest amendment and 

its use is hereby acknowledged with thanks 

        

0.4  This Standard is subject to periodical review in order to keep pace with the 

changing requirements and latest development in the industry. Any suggestions 

for improvement will be recorded and placed before the revising committee in due 

course.    

 

0.5  This Standard covers technical provisions and it does not purport to include all 

the necessary provision of a contract. 
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BALLASTS FOR TUBULAR FLUORESCENT LAMPS – 

PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

1. Scope 

  

This standard specifies performance requirements for ballasts, excluding resistance types, 

for use on a.c. supplies up to 1 000 V at 50 Hz or 60 Hz, associated with tubular 

fluorescent lamps with pre-heated cathodes operated with or without a starter or starting 

device and having rated wattages, dimensions and characteristics as specified in IEC 

60081 and 60901. It applies to complete ballasts and their component parts such as 

resistor, transformers and capacitors. 

 

A.C. supplied electronic ballasts for tubular fluorescent lamps for high frequency 

operation specified in IEC 61347-2-3 are excluded from the scope of this standard. 

 

NOTE: In some regions there are laws on EMC for luminairs. The controlgear also contributes to this 

EMC behaviour. See bibliography for further references. 

 

2. Normative References 

 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this 

document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, 

the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

 

PS: 292, Double-capped fluorescent lamps – performance specifications. 

 

PS: IEC 60901, Single-capped fluorescent lamps – performance specification 

 

PS: IEC 61347-1, Lamp controlgear – general and safety requirements 

 

PS: IEC 61347-2-8, Lamp controlgear – particular requirements for ballasts for 

fluorescent lamps    

 

3. Terms and definitions 

 

For the purposes of the present document, the definitions of IEC 61347-2-8 together with 

the following apply. 

 

3.1 (peak) lead circuit ballast 

 

ballasts having a leading lamp current with respect to the line voltage as a result of a 

capacitor which is connected in series with the lamp. 
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